
 

 

  

 

  
 
  

  

 

Airbus Group Continues to Advance  
Sustainable Fuels for Commercial Aviation 

 
Company to facilitate collaborations with U.S.-based technology firm 

 
Herndon, Virginia, 04 December, 2014 -  Airbus Group, Inc. continues its commitment to 
promote innovation and advance environmentally-friendly aviation initiatives by supporting 
development of sustainable fuels with the potential of reducing lifecycle carbon emissions. 
Airbus Group has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Emerging Fuels 
Technology, Inc. (EFT) to promote EFT in the commercialization of technologies to produce 
sustainable fuels for aviation. 
 
“Airbus Group’s global position as an innovation leader in the aviation industry enables us to 
help the sustainable fuels industry to understand the wants, needs and requirements specific to 
commercial airline markets,” said Allan McArtor, chairman of Airbus Group, Inc. “It is good for 
our industry and good for business – and most importantly, it’s very good for the environment,” 
he said. 
 
A key factor in securing the MOU was the involvement of the Fairmount Companies, which 
initially brought together the corporate leaders of Airbus Group with those of EFT. “We are 
grateful to the Fairmount Companies for their valuable input in helping both parties to navigate 
to this mutually beneficial agreement,” McArtor said.   
 
Sustainable aviation fuels made from biomass, municipal solid waste, natural gas, and other 
non-fossil feedstock have the potential to significantly reduce CO2 emissions on a lifecycle 
basis compared to conventional fuels. EFT’s proprietary Advanced Fixed Bed (AFB) Fischer-
Tropsch reactor and catalyst system can convert synthesis gas from virtually any carbonaceous 
feedstock into transportation fuels such as renewable diesel and sustainable jet fuel.  
 
In addition to the MOU with Airbus Group, EFT recently signed a broad Cooperation Agreement 
with Black & Veatch (B&V), a global leader in the engineering, procurement and construction of 
energy infrastructures. Under this agreement, B&V will offer its clients the benefit of a 
technology “wrap” which can provide a range of performance guarantees, in addition to 
traditional cost and schedule guarantees for projects incorporating EFT’s technologies into 
sustainable fuels facilities. Other aspects of the agreement grant exclusivity to B&V in 
representing EFT technologies in select markets and applications.  
 
“EFT is very pleased to announce this collaboration with Airbus Group,” said Kenneth Agee, 
president of EFT.  “We look forward to interacting with all the stakeholders in the aviation supply 
chain and believe our relationships with Airbus Group and Black & Veatch will help enable 
broad global development of sustainable/renewable aviation fuel facilities.”  

Airbus Group is a driving force in a global effort to establish a sustainable fuel supply roadmap 
through an ambitious program connecting farmers, refiners and airlines to form regional 
sustainable aviation fuel value chains. This effort seeks to establish local value chains on every 
continent to support airlines’ ability to refuel aircraft throughout the region. Already, programs 
have been established in Australia, Brazil, China, the Middle East, Romania and Spain.  
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In Europe, Airbus Group and other stakeholders are progressing in their work with the European 
Commission to develop the European Advanced Biofuels Flightpath initiative – a European 
roadmap for the implementation of sustainable aviation fuels there.  
 
In Canada, Airbus announced a partnership in 2013 with Air Canada and BioFuelNet Canada to 
evaluate solutions for production of sustainable jet fuel in that country. 
 
Airbus Group’s 2014 launch of a sustainable aviation fuels roadmap has led to collaborative 
projects with airline partners. It has also led to approval of 50 percent blends of biomass-to-
liquid (BTL) and hydroprocessed esters and fatty acids (HEFA) fuels on commercial flights. 
Through May 2014, more than 1,500 commercial flights have been flown with alternative fuels 
worldwide.  
 
“Our belief is that, with support from regional governments, a significant percentage of all 
aviation fuel could come from sustainable sources by 2030,” said McArtor “if we can establish 
adequate supply sources to produce commercial quantities of sustainable aviation fuel.” 
  
To learn more about Airbus Group’s sustainable fuels roadmap efforts please visit 
http://www.airbus.com/innovation/future-by-airbus/fuel-sources-of-tomorrow/sustainable-
aviation-fuel/   

About Airbus Group 
Airbus Group is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2013, the Group – 
comprising Airbus, Airbus Defense and Space and Airbus Helicopters – generated revenues of 
€ 57.6 billion (restated) and employed a workforce of around 139,000 (restated). 

About Airbus Group, Inc. 
Airbus Group, Inc. is the U.S.-based operation of Airbus Group, a global leader in aeronautics, 
space and related services. Airbus Group contributes more than $14.4 billion to the U.S. 
economy annually and supports over 245,000 American jobs through its network of suppliers. 
Airbus Group, Inc., headquartered in Herndon, Va., offers a broad array of advanced solutions 
to meet U.S. military and commercial requirements, including fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft, 
homeland security systems, public safety communications, defense electronics and avionics, 
and threat detection systems 

About Emerging Fuels Technology, Inc. 
Emerging Fuels Technology (EFT) is a technology company focused on the development and 
implementation of methods for producing synthetic fuels and specialty products from a variety of 
carbonaceous feedstock such as natural gas, biomass, municipal solid waste (MSW), coal and 
bio-derived oils.  The company is one of the world’s foremost authorities on Fischer-Tropsch 
(FT) and related synthesis.  EFT principals have over 100 years combined experience in the FT 
field.  Emerging Fuels Technology provides complete technology platforms for the conversion of 
synthesis gas to high quality liquid hydrocarbons including transportation fuels and specialty 
products.  The company provides complete process design packages, and licenses the core 
technologies needed to implement them.  EFT offers several standard Reference Designs of its 
GTL technology which includes its proprietary and patented Advanced Fixed Bed Fischer-
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Tropsch reactor/catalyst system in nominal 250 Barrel per Day modules complete with related 
support equipment and modular upgrade packages from 250 BPD to 10,000 BPD.  EFT 
upgrade technology covers conventional middle distillate products (spec diesel, diesel blend 
stock, spec jet fuels) and a wide range of specialty products.  EFT operates a world-class 
catalyst development and piloting facility to support its technology.  EFT also does limited 
development work for third parties.  More information can be found at their website:  
www.emergingfuels.com  
  
About The Fairmount Companies:  
The Fairmount Companies is an investment management firm that invests its capital and time 
with other financial investors wherein Fairmount controls the executive management team. In 
addition and on a selective basis, Fairmount provides advisory services where the primary need 
is the creation of strategic alliances.  
 
Media Contact:  
Barton Greer    
Airbus Group, Inc.  Tel.:  +1 571 306 7246 
   E-mail: barton.greer@airbus.com 
 

http://www.emergingfuels.com/

